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WRITING  

YOUR  

DREAM  

SONG  

 

If you dream of writing the kind of song that makes people go 

Wow! instead just ¯oh that®s nice°, then this book is for you. 

For contained in these pages is a new way of looking at song 

writing, that I believe, will help you, understand, and put into 

practice the things, that your favourite song writers use, to get the 

results you®d so love to emulate. 

     ---------- 

Writing songs, whether you®ve done it most of your life, like me, or 

if you dabble occasionally or even if you®re just starting out, is at 

the beginning always the same.  

Just you, a blank page and or an instrument.  

But there is something that comes before that, and that is really I 

believe the key to creating something that really makes you want 

to leap up and shout ¯YES! I®VE DONE IT!° 

 

 

That thing is: What is my AIM . 

Knowing that, is crucial, to what  

you do next and where you go from then on. 
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          THE AIM  

 

Creating anything, whether it be a song, a book or a life, is a 

journey.  

 

And to get somewhere every journey needs a destination or at 

least an Aim  in mind. 

 

Even if you set out with no specific goal in mind, and just want to 

see what turns up, that is an Aim .  

You are consciously aiming® to go with the flow. 

 

 

Recognising this is important! 

 

 

If you®re thinking at this point: 

 

¯I thought song writing was about, expressing what you feel and 

just letting it come out naturally. Surely, planning it out and 

following rules will ruin my creative flow° 

Well to answer that, let us return to my analogy of the journey.  
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Part, of what®s fun and exciting about a journey are the surprises, 

the discoveries and the new connections you make along the 

way. Those things, that are unplanned, that surprise you.   

However, with an overall aim  in mind, spontaneous things can 

still happen, but they can be now seen in the context of 

something bigger and become useful in achieving something 

more.  

 

Having an overall aim or destination in mind  

gives you more options and helps keep you  

on track. 
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 THE ADVENTURE  

 

Putting pen to paper is like opening your front door and stepping 

out. 

It is the beginning of your adventure . 

 

If you know roughly where you are trying to get to you have more 

chance of getting there. 

 

1. Having something to write about or express , is like 

deciding on your destination . 

 

2. The desire to use the medium 

       of song to communicate is 

       like deciding how  you want to 

       travel. 

 

 

3. The style of music and the musical tools  you use are like 

your means of transport. 

 

You can always change those means but understanding what®s 

available to you will make it all quicker and easier and less costly. 
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       THE BIG THREE  

 

There are three main aims  in song writing: 

 

1.  To INFORM others  

 

2.  To EXPRESS something  

 

3.  To MOV E people physically  

 

You could say there is a fourth: 

 

4.  To gain MONEY or  FAME  

 

But that needs the others to achieve it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      7 

 



    6 

1.  To INFORM others (HEAD)  

 

Informing  others of what you are thinking is aim  number 1. 

 

If you have an opinion about an issue, for example climate change,  

and you want to tell other people about it, then using a song, 

can be a very effective way to air your view, and maybe bring about,  

change. 

An example of this type of song is All You Need Is Love® by The  

Beatles. 

This song has little emotional content but, makes a very clear point. 

Its, lyrics make you think, (HEAD ) rather than feel, (HEART )  

about the subject. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may well feel emotions about the issue too, which if used  

together with your thoughts, to reinforce your case will give you an  

even stronger song. 

 An example of this type of song is It®s A Man®s, Man®s World By 

James Brown. This song has a strong message but also has a 

strong emotional element to it. It connects with people on both 

levels.  
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2. To EXPRESS  something  (HEART)  

 

We all have feelings, and songs are a great way to express 

what we are feeling. 

A song full of emotion, that accurately expresses what the writer 

is feeling, can really connect with an audience.  

By sharing, honestly, what you feel, the listener can form, a 

deeper heart-felt link with you, than if you were simply sharing a 

thought or idea. 

If the reason you want to write your song, is because you feel 

angry, or sad, or happy, or whatever feeling you have, 

recognising that fact, is really important. 

For then you can use it constructively, to make, a really powerful 

communication 

This, is aim  number 2, and love songs come under this heading. 

So, it is a really important one, to recognise. 
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